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(Exclusive to Daily Transcript)
USD LAW DEAN PLANS TO BUILD ON GROWTH
When Sheldon Krantz, the new dean of the University of
San Diego's School of Law, arrived on campus last July, he
came to an institution already considered by many to be San
Diego's leading law school and the major law center south
of Los Angeles.
Founded in 1954, the USD School today enrolls some 1,100
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full-time students and employs 1,--51Jfull-time and~ part-time
faculty , among them such distinguished professors as Bernard H.
Siegan, Herbert Peterfreund, Nathaniel Nathanson. Kenneth Culo
Davis , and Edwin Meese III. currently on leave to serve as
Counsel to President Reagan.
Fully accredited by th e American Bar Association and the
State of California, the School is also a member of the
Association of American Law Schools.

In the 1977 Cartter

Report, USD was selected as one of the ten law schools in the
country with the greatest potential, an assessment based on
administrative leadership, quality of y oun ger faculty,
innovative programs, and resource availabili t y .

The 1980

Gourman Report placed the School 55th in 166 nationallyaccredi ted schools.
Other indicators of success include the fact that USD
s tudent s taking the California Bar examination for the first
- more -
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time in November, 1981 had a pass rate of 66.1 % (daytime
students had a pass rate of 78.5%), compared to a statewide
average of 48.2 %.

And in the 1981 Far Western Regionals of

the 32nd Annual National Moot Court Competition, USD's National
Moot Court Team took first place, best brief for the respondent,
and best brief for the entire competition.
USD's School of Law is heavily involved in the community,
with general civil clinics serving National City and San Diego
State University; general criminal programs serving students
at USD and SDSU; a mental health law clinic which conducts
interviews at the county and other mental health facilities;
and an environmental law clinic which serves in other areas of
the community.
The School also contributes to the community through its
various centers. The prestigious Center for Criminal Justice
Policy and Management, established by Edwin Meese III and
presently headed by Francis Sullivan, provides a unique
opportunity for the School to contribute to the improvement
of the criminal justice process through a variety of programs
in whi ch students, faculty, and the Center staff work closely
with professionals in the fields of law enforcement, criminal
law, and corrections.

The Center for Public Interest Law

conducts course presentations, internships, and numerous projects
representing the diffuse interests of consumers, environmentalists,
taxpayers, and future generations.

It is the publisher of the

California Regulatory Law Reporter, the only publication of its

(

kind in the State, which issues commentary, summaries of
- more -
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litigation and legislation pertinent to State administrative
law, and proceeding summaries of the 60 major California boards
and commissions regulating business.
a grant from the Weingart Foundation.

The Reporter is funded by
Finally, the Labor-

Management Relations Center engages in research, education,
and training in the field of industrial relations.
Active and growing as the School is, its new dean--who
was professor of law at Boston University, director of their
Center for Criminal Justice, and executive director of the
Massachusetts Governor's Committee on Law Enforcement before
corning to San Diego--has plans to intensify the School's
interactions with the legal community~

He has already made his

mark with a grant from the San Diego County Bar Association to
create a law center for the study to improve the administration
of justice.

Programming will include continuing education for

attorneys, training programs for other professionals such as
police and social workers, and seminars for the public.

The

new center will also undertake a special study project to make
recommendations for the reduction of court delay.
Another area being explored by Krantz and his staff is
the concept of a Center for Mexican-U.S. Law, a center which
would study the differences in the legal systems of the two
countries and the problems in economic and social development
which arise out of those different systems.
Krantz, considered an innovator in the field of corrections,
describes his approach to the role of the law school as nontraditional.

"I believe the School of Law," he says, "should
- more -
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play an active part in exploring the significant legal questions
of the day.

In other words, the School should not be a passive

recipient of information, nor a passive observor of changes in
the legal system, nor merely a communicator of these to its
students.

The School of Law is--or should be--a working and

influential part of the legal and social community in which it
operates.

USD's School has been both working and influential,

to a degree, but I would like to see it on the cutting edge."
# # #
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